Circumstances Surrounding

Salvation of the Gentiles
Introduction:
Last week we looked at the Jews of Palestine and found that (after they believed) they had to:
1. Repent of their sins
2. Be baptized for the forgiveness of sins
3. Receive the Holy Spirit after salvation.
All of this was because they were Palestinian Jews who were warned by John the Baptist to “Repent and be baptized for the remission (forgiveness) of sins.”
John pointed them to Jesus who would:

1. Take away the sins of the world, John 1:29
2. Give eternal life to all who believe on Him
3. Baptize with the Holy Spirit.
4. Judge those who would not repent with temporal (within time) judgment. (AD 70)

Today we want to look at the circumstances surrounding the salvation of the Gentiles.
I.  Cornelius - Acts 10
A. His Situation - Acts 10:1, 2

“There was a certain man in ﻿﻿Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian ﻿﻿Regiment, a devout man and one who ﻿﻿feared God with all his household, who gave ﻿﻿alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always”.
1. He was a Roman Centurion
2. He was devout

3. He feared God (Jehovah)

4. He Gave Alms generously to the poor.

5. He prayed to God always

Question: Did he have eternal life? 

But he had repented of his paganism. He was ready for the Gospel which he still needed to hear
B.  His Visitation

1. Cornelius’ Vision 

An angel sent to Joppa to get Peter - that you may be saved (11:14)
2. Peter’s Vision

What God has cleansed, don’t you call unclean
3. Peter’s Obedience

(Cornelius’ emissaries had left Caesarea after 3 p.m. one day [vv. 3, 8] and arrived at noon two days later [vv. 9, 19].
Cf. “four days ago” in v. 30.) 

The greeting

Worshipped Peter (10:25)
The Message:
I. Jesus life and ministry
II. Jesus death and resurrection
III. The Application
Whoever believes shall receive remission of sins (See also 11:14) 
C. His Salvation

Holy Spirit fell on them and they spoke with tongues.
Why did they speak with tongues?

Was it the same as at Pentecost?
Obviously, they had believed and received eternal life.
D. The Succession of Events 
1. He believed – received eternal life


2. His sins were forgiven

3. He received the Holy Spirit

4. He was water baptized by Peter
II. The Ethiopian Eunuch - Acts 8

A. His  Situation

He was on his way back to Ethiopia. A proselyte of Judaism (8:27)
B. His Visitation

Philip rode with him for a while and explained the Scriptures (Isaiah 53). He preached to him Jesus.
C. His Salvation

· He believed when Philip preached. 
· But Philip would not have baptized him if he had not believed.
· Philip baptized him in water.

 Note: 8:37 not in the older Manuscripts
D. The Succession of Events 


Received:
1. Eternal life when Philip preached
2. The forgiveness of sins (not stated)
3. Holy Spirit (not stated)
4. Water baptism by Philip
III. The Philippian Jailor – Acts 16: 22
A. His Situation

Paul and Silas were in his jail.

An earthquake 

B. His Visitation

Paul said, “We are all here”

He came into the jail.

C. His Salvation

He asked, “What must I do to be saved?”
Paul answered, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ”
D. The Succession of Events 

1. Received eternal life
2. Received forgiveness of sins
3. Received Holy Spirit (not stated)
4. Water Baptized by Paul
IV. Lydia – Acts 16: 14-15
A. Her Situation

She was a business woman from Thyatira

She worshipped God. Not a proselyte.

B. Her Visitation

The Lord opened her heart.

C. Her Salvation

She believed (not stated)
Paul would not baptize an unbeliever.

D. The Succession of Events 

1. Received eternal life

2. Received forgiveness of sins


3. Received Holy Spirit (not stated)

4. Water Baptized by Paul

Application:

A. When these Gentiles believed and received eternal life, they also:

1. Received forgiveness of sins

2. Received the Holy Spirit

3. Then were water baptized

B. They were not told to:

1. Be baptized for the remission of sins
2. Repent of their sins

3. Be baptized with the Holy Spirit.
The fact is: There is no command in scripture,

“Be Baptized with the Holy Spirit”

So, you want to follow the New Testament example?
Which one?

I suggest that you Gentiles of the Church Age should follow the example of these Gentiles of the church.

